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CHICKEN SOUP FOR MUSICIANS 

By Bill Rother 

Little did I know when I was working my way through college playing the banjo in a 

Dixieland band that it would eventually lead to my performing for a President, a Queen, and a 

King.  The President was Eisenhower, the Queen was Elizabeth,  and the King was Elvis 

Presley. 

Armed with a degree in forestry, I set out to "save the trees"  but that would have to wait 

until I fulfilled my commitment as an Army officer in the combat engineers.  While waiting to 

be discharged at Ft. Bragg, I received a phone call which changed my life.  I had been hired 

to become the guitar player for the then famous orchestra known as "Fred Waring And The 

Pennsylvanians."  Fred Waring had been the starring attraction of one of the early color TV 

shows sponsored by GE and seen throughout all of America. I was told to report to the 802-

musician's union headquarters in New York the day of my discharge.   

Still in my army uniform, I was accepted as a member of the musicians union and that 

very evening I was on stage at Madison Square Garden, performing in front of ten thousand 

people for President Eisenhower's kick-off rally for his second run for the presidency,  talk 

about cultural shock!   

The next day we departed on a nationwide concert tour, followed by many radio, 

television and recording sessions. Because of Fred Waringôs friendship with President 

Eisenhower, we were invited to perform at the White House for Queen Elizabeth and Prince 

Phillip.  Much to our surprise, we were all personally introduced to the Queen and the Prince, 

Ike and Mamie, and many members of the presidential cabinet.  At the end of our 

performance, the president stood up and said..."Fred, you always end your concerts with óThe 

Battle Hymn Of The Republic,ô and I'd like to hear it now.ò  To which Fred replied, "Mr. 

President, we hadn't planned on it, but I'm sure The Pennsylvanians can play it by ear.ò  And 

play it we did... with the entire room full of dignitaries, including "The Queen," singing along 

with us. 

Continued on page 28 (back page) 
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  PPHA and BOD Meeting SUMMARIES.  The Pulse staff and writers do their best to cover and summa-
rize all PPHA or BOD meetings.  Please keep in mind the articles printed are Summary articles of discussion and 

topics presented by the PPHA BOD; they are not the official BOD accounting of any BOD or PPHA meeting.   As a 

reminder, all BOD and PPHA  meetings are open to residents, and BOD/PPHA approved meeting minutes may be 

obtained by request or viewed on our web site.  www.parkplacehoa-fla.info 

BOD Meeting Summary, January 13, 2021  by Steve Giovinelli 

The PPHA BOD met January 13th and all BOD members were in attendance.  Also in 

attendance; Steve Giovinelli, Kurt Nault.  With the clubhouse now open, allowing only a limited 

number of residents to occupy it at any given time, the meeting was held in auditorium # 1.  Social 

distancing was observed and all attendees wore facemasks. The meeting was called to order by 

President Glading at 10 AM.    

Secretaryôs Report: Jim Whaley presented the secretaryôs report from the December BOD 

Meeting.  The report was approved as written, and has been posted on the Park Place website. 

Treasurerôs Report: Dave Daniels presented the December Treasurerôs Report.  The report was 

approved as submitted, details of which will be published in the January BOD Meeting Minutes.  In 

summary: all PPHA accounts were addressed, there are no financial issues pending.   

Regarding the latest tax pass-on bill due in April 2021, the BOD did address this issue and it is 

best summarized in an excerpt from an EBlast sent on on Jan. 13
th
, it states the following; 

At the request of several residents, we questioned Cheryl Merrifield at yesterdayôs 

management meeting about the accuracy and equity of the recent ad valorem tax 

increases.  Cheryl informed us that the tax bills are handled at the corporate level, not locally, 

and that the process is as follows: 

The County bills Sun for the previous yearôs taxes.  For example, 2020 taxes are due 

November of 2020 through March of 2021.  

Sun then bills the residents after it has paid the County.  

The reason for the recent increases is that  in a previous year, the County underbilled Sun 

and so, they are now collecting the difference owed in addition to the regular taxes. 

 For our records, the PPHA board will make a formal request to Sun for a complete 

breakdown of the amounts billed by the County to Sun versus the amounts billed by Sun to the 

residents in 2019, 2020 and 2021.  More information will be disseminated to our community as it 

becomes available.   

The BOD did express to management that a more proactive approach regarding dissemination 

of information could be put into practice.  

Presidentôs Report:  Dale Glading 

 Drainage Issue: Nothing new to report, still mostly a holding pattern.  Management is still 

reviewing different options and engineering firms and the BOD pledges to keep this issue front and 

center with management.  As a test of proper drainage, management may go forward with a few 

ñdrainage test sitesò to see if the system chosen will function properly.  More to come as the BOD 

keeps this issue as one of their priorities.   

 continued on page 3 
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BOD Meeting Summary, January 13, 2021  continued from page 2 

Tree Trimming: As reported in previous issues of the Pulse, the question was posed to management: 

are you (Sun) responsible for trimming trees that are encroaching on renters land?   Not able to get a 

definitive answer, the BOD, as  previously stated in last monthôs Pulse, allocated funds, which enabled 

them to meet with their lawyer, have him review all the pertinent documents, and form a legal opinion.   

That action was completed and it is best summarized in an excerpt from an EBlast sent on Jan. 13th:  

The PPHA board received a legal opinion from our attorney concerning the trimming of trees 

along Kelly Drive and West Lakeview Drive.  The trees in question are located in back of certain 

properties and some of them are starting to come perilously close to actual resident homes.   

We were hoping that our attorney would find that the trimming of these trees was the 

responsibility of Sun Communities since they own the property and not us.  However, after 

reviewing our prospectus, our attorney stated that he believes that the responsibility for 

trimming the trees falls to the individual homeowners that are affected.  The only thing that park 

management would be responsible for is the removal of ñnuisance plants,ò such as Brazilian 

pepper plants, that are not native to this area. 

Based on this opinion, the BOD may discuss whether to create a document defining the specific 

responsibilities of management and homeowners regarding lot care.  

Lake Bulkheads:  management has repaired the one section of bulkhead that posed an immediate 

safety hazard.  Meanwhile Management is still exploring different options regarding this issue.  The BOD 

feels it is doubtful that this entire project will happen all at once, rather in small stages over time.  

Decisions still not finalized, the large overall cost and scheduling issues are prime factors in this decision 

process.  

 The Gate: Block Captains have distributed three digit gate codes to residents.  Remember, if your 

guests or vendors know your code, they DO NOT have to scroll through all the names listed in the 

system.  If they enter your code, your phone (the number you have listed with the office) will ring and 

you can then press 9 and open the gate.  Also the general code now in place will remain until seasonal 

time change date occurs, at which time that code will change.  Reminders will be sent out at the 

appropriate times during the calendar year. 

Yard Sale: Due to persisting COVID concerns, the yard sale scheduled for February has been 

postponed until Saturday March 20th, with a rain date of March 27th.  

General News:  

Still no change in the requirements for clubhouse access; previous restrictions are still in place with 

no time frame for any change to policy.    

CARES Shed up and well stocked.  If you are in need of borrowing medical equipment please 

contact the CARES admin, and please ensure any borrowed equipment is returned in good and clean 

condition.  

The 2021 BOD and resident informational meeting scheduled will be published soon.  It will be 

posted in the mailroom and on our web site.  

Next Bod Meeting will be on February 9th. January resident meeting will be on January 26th at 3 and 

7 PM.  

   Meeting adjourned at 11:30 
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PLEASE, DO NOT FEED ANY WILD ANIMAL IN PARK PLACE!   

FROM COMMUNITY MANAGER CHERYL MERRIFIELD 

To All Park Place Residents:   Happy Valentineõs Day 

How about those Buccaneers! The Brady fans must be very happy to see him going back to 

the Superbowl!  

As all of you know, we are still dealing with Covid -19 and we are following the CDC 

Guidelines and the home office instructions. I know many of you are not happy about the 

guidelines that we have and need to follow. I wish everything would just go back to normal. I 

would like to thank all of you for your cooperation and understanding as we go through this 

together. We need to still follow the guidelines, practice social distancing. Please wear your 

mask while you are in the clubhouse including the Gym and management office. Just a 

reminder all amenities are for residents only.   

I have been working on finding information on the Vaccine Shots.  Apparently, there are 

some strict guidelines for the vaccines to be stored, which we do not have. The office did post 

some locations where you can go or call to schedule an appointment for the vaccine shot. 

I am excited to announce the three new homes on order for West Lakeview Drive. We have 

been working on clearing the land and almost at the end of this project. Please use caution 

when traveling by the construction sites.  The homes will be arriving soon.  

The pool deck construction is complete. 

The carpets are on the schedule to be cleaned in both auditoriums on Monday, February 15, 

2021 @ 8:00 AM. Both auditoriums will be closed on Monday and will reopen on Tuesday, 

February 16
th
 @ 8:00 AM.  

To everyone who has a vehicle in the storage areas, please make sure all registrations are 

up to date and we need an updated copy of your registrations in the office. If you no longer 

need your space in the RV Storage area, please notify the office as we have a waiting list. You 

cannot give your spot to someone else.  The office is assigning all empty spots. You are 

responsible to return the key.  

I would like to thank you for maintaining your homes and following through with youôre the 

upkeep on your homes. 

As I mentioned previously, I pride myself on offering the best customer service possible; 

please know, Iôm committed to assisting you in any way that I can. 

Sun Communities and I appreciate your continued residence at Park Place. 

 

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Merrifield, District Manager;  Park Place and Savanna Club Communities 
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FMO is worth MORE than $25 

David Daniels, FMO Representative 

In the January PULSE we asked you to support FMO by contacting selected Florida State 

Senators in support of SB 168. That support is still needed.  This Bill needs to move forward at 

the Committee level and be approved in this session or the Hurricane Loss Mitigation, and tie-

down enhancement program will end 

The second request we made was for you to support FMO by renewing or starting your 

membership.  With many seasonal residents not here, and figuring they can let their 

membership lapse for a year, the permanent residents need to renew or join. 

FMO is the only organization that exists just for us.  They are working to educate 

legislators in Tallahassee about our problems collectively as manufactured home owners.  

They watch for legislation that may work against us, as in last yearôs State Senate Bill 818.  

Your letters had the desired effect, and the bill was modified to reduce harm to us as home 

owners. 

In addition to watching and talking to the FL Legislature, FMO monitors the DBPR, and 

other state agencies that look at manufactured home owners as a piggy-bank that might 

help funds their programs. 

Just this month, FMOôs long time General Counsel, Lee Jay Colling, retired.  Over the 

years your dues paid for his wise and studied counsel on many issues critical to FMO 

members.  He helped create FL Statute 723 and spent over three decades protecting and 

improving it. 

He wrote articles in the FMO bi-monthly magazine, answering questions from owners all 

over the state.  His answers applied to a number of common situations that affected many 

communities.  Your Annual Dues helped support his work for us. 

We get a lot of value out of our $25 and your membership, either new or renewal is 

important.  Go to the FMO website, www.fmo.org, or send an e-mail to members@fmo.org.  

Beth Pankow, the Member Services Manager, will be glad to sign you up or tell you when your 

renewal id due. 

HERON DECALS: Replacement Heron Security Decals are available by contacting your 

Block Captain or Joel Roth, 772-589-6894. A donation of $1.00 is appreciated, but not required. 

Sebastian Police Chief Dan Acosta gave new meaning and importance in his commemorative 

letter to Park Place residents that is printed in The Pulse, encouraging all residents to display 

the Heron Security decal on all their vehicles.  
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LET ME CHECK IT OUT 

Tires, Batteries, Rims, Cables, and 

Connections; all need to be Inspected 

to ensure they are in good working 

condition.   

WHERE TO GET ALL THIS DONE?   

WHY ITôS HARRY BôS.   

Give him a call and let them know the 

Pulse recommended them.  

Providing top quality service to 

Park Place Residents
 www.harrybgolfcarts.com 

SCOPP EVENTS  

Barbara Lawson, SCOPP Chairman 

¶ February 2 

Celebrate Ground Hog Day with a continental breakfast.  Come to the clubhouse between 

11 and 1, and for $5.00 enjoy a pastry and juice.  Share time with friends. You can sit three 

people at a table and enjoy chatting or you can take it to go.  If coffee is your drink you 

need to bring your own cup of ñjoe.ò  We canôt serve it. 

¶ February 8 

SCOPP Community meeting at 2 PM and 7 PM, in auditorium to nominate candidates for 

Co-chair and Secretary as required by the bylaws. 

¶ February 16 

Celebrate Mardi Gras with a Chick`-fil-A lunch.  Box lunches containing a Chic-fil-A 

sandwich, bag of chips, a cookie and soda will be available.  Tickets will be sold on 

February 4 and 5 in the card room from 10 AM to 12 PM.  Cost is $7.50/person.  Tickets 

are required to get a lunch. 

 

SCOPP is exploring other ways to offer activities that meet the current rules and guidelines.  If 

you have any ideas, please feel free to contact any SCOPP Board member. 
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