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 A new year is upon us and we are excited and 
hopeful that this year will be filled with wonderful 
changes in our community.  We have proposed some 
real improvements in our amenities and put forward 
many enhancements that will make the Community 
stand out as a place we are proud to call “HOME”.  

 We thank all of our residents who have joined or 
renewed their membership in the HOA showing us they 
support our efforts.  Please remember that if you are not 
a member by the end of January, you will not be able to 
vote at the Annual Meeting in February.  That is not to 
say we will not welcome members any time after that.  A 
strong membership is a successful one.  

 Again, if you are interested in becoming a 
member of the HOA Board, please let us know by plac-
ing a note in the PARK PLACE HOA mailbox located in 
the mail kiosk.  

Happy New Year From Your HOA 
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Betty Mattiford 

FALSE TAX FILINGS AND  
IDENTITY THEFT 

  
Anyone with a Social Security number is poten-

tially vulnerable to having their identity stolen and a 
false tax return filed. The IRS estimated that in the 2013 
filing season alone over 5 million tax returns were filed 
using stolen identities claiming about $30 Billion in tax 
refunds. The IRS was able to recover about $24 Billion 
of that total. Ten years later in 2023 the IRS flagged 
over 1 million tax returns for potential identity theft. They 
confirmed 12,617 were fraudulent. These returns were 
associated with approximately $6.3 billion in refunds.  
Other types of identity theft and fraud reported to the 
FTC in 2023 numbered 5.4 million and losses hit a $10 
Billion mark.  

How does the IRS spot fraudulent returns? 
First, they use your SSN as a way to track your taxable 
earnings. All the documents you receive from banks for 
interest, stockbrokers for dividends and sales, W-2’s for 
wages, 1099R’s for pensions, annuities and IRA dis-
bursements, 1099 Misc for rents received and just about 
any other type of income you think of comes to you 
based on your Social Security Number. A copy not only 
goes to you but also to the state and federal govern-
ment. They have computer programs that match the 
amounts you submitted on your tax return to the ones 
they received directly from the various reporting agen-
cies. The IRS uses 236 filters to identify potential identi-
ty theft tax returns as opposed to the 168 filters they 
used in 2022.  If things don’t match, they will first con-
tact you by  letter. 

The IRS notes suspicious activity on your SSN 
like underquoted income, overstated deductions, multi-
ple filings, and large personal expense claimed. Any-
time you register for an online IRS service, you will re-
ceive a CP301 notice confirmation that you signed into 
your online account. If you didn’t, then someone 
checked your online account. 

Remember the IRS will send out notices for on-
ly the following reasons: overdue balances, eligibility for 
a larger or smaller refund, questions about your tax re-
turn, identity verification, changes in returns and delays 
to process your return.  

How does a criminal get your SSN. They use 
fraudulent schemes to steal it like hacking agency data-
bases, impersonating IRS agents or working as false  
bank tellers or even fake tax preparers. Sadly, you must 
also vet tax professionals. Tax preparer scams are 
among the twelve most common forms of tax identity 
fraud.  Check each preparer to make sure they are au-
thorized IRS E-file practitioners.  They should have a  

special PTIN number displayed each year 
that they must apply for. They must qualify with ed-
ucation credits each year to be enabled to file with 
the IRS. Make sure the professional has a data se-
curity plan, now required by the IRS. 

 What do you do if your return has been 
falsely filed and the refund sent to someone else?  

First, you call the IRS Identity Protection 
Specialized Unit at 1-800-908-4490. You might 
know the return was falsely filed because you tried 
to e-file your return and it was rejected because one 
had already been filed with your SSN.   

Second, file Form 14039 Identity Theft Affi-
davit. You can obtain this form through the online 
portal www.irs.gov  or go in person to your local IRS 
center.  Fill this out and attach it to your real paper 
tax return or you can mail the form by itself.  Even if 
someone else falsely filed, you still need to file your 
real tax return on paper. The IRS expects you to file 
and pay your taxes for that calendar year regard-
less of any Identity Theft.  

Third notify other agencies: the FBI at 
www.ic3.gov  as soon as possible. Call Social Se-
curity at 1-800-772-1213 to report the misuse of 
your SSN. Contact the Federal Trade Commission 
by visiting IdentityTheft.gov or call 1-877-438-4338 
to file an identity theft report. Then, of course, notify 
the 3 major credit bureaus: Equifax 1-800-525-
6285, Experian 1-888-397-3742, and Trans Union 1
-800-680-7289. You will want to freeze your credit 
report so no one can access it to apply for a loan.  

Fourth, the IRS recommends establishing 
an Identity Protection Personal Identification Num-
ber (IP PIN), which is a 6-digit number assigned to 
the taxpayer to help prevent misuse of a taxpayer’s 
SSN. A new one is generated each year and mailed 
to you before you file your tax return.  You get an IP 
PIN by opening an online account at IRS.gov/
GetanIPPIN. If you have already been a victim of 
identity theft, the IRS will automatically enroll the 
taxpayer in the IP PIN program.  The IRS will only 
accept and acknowledge the tax return with IP PIN 
number. So, if someone files with your SSN, the 
return will be flagged and investigated. No refund 
would be issued to that return.  

This IP PIN is one way to protect yourself 
going forward. Also check the AnnualCredit-
Report.com website yearly to see if anyone has 
used your SSN to open a new credit card or loan. 
Watch your bills, credit card statements, medical 
statements and letters from the IRS that don’t make 
sense. Most of all file your tax return early. Crimi-
nals will always try to file first and get your refund so 
the longer you wait to file the better for them.  

Other easy things to do to prevent identity 
theft is watch your accounts on devices. Use strong 
passwords, use multi-factor authentication, install 
firewalls to protect against malware, use a Virtual 
Private Network on your devices, only provide infor-
mation online to secure websites, do not download 
suspicious files, and be cautious with your emails. 
In 2023 tax season there was a 2,700 % increase in 
fake tax-related websites. Be very careful. 
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                          Continued from previous page.                       

 
Last but not least, know what the IRS does and 

doesn’t do. An IRS agent may contact you about money 
owed but all payment will only go to the U.S. Treasury - 
no debit or gift cards or any other payee. The first con-
tact from the IRS is ALWAYS initiated by mail delivered 
by the U.S. Postal Service.  The IRS does NOT com-
municate via social media or text messages.  Phone, 
email, and in person visits are contact methods. The IRS 
won’t request sensitive information before the initial 
mailed notice.  Always request at least two forms of 
identification from an IRS agent at any time. 

The IRS does not send unsolicited emails, text 
messages or use social media. It does not call you 
claiming to be an IRS employee and demand money 
from you. Consult the IRS at www.irs.gov/uac/Tax-
Scams-Consumer-Alerts if they do. The IRS is working 
hard to stop Stolen Identity Refund Fraud because these 
schemes disrupt the orderly administration of the income 
tax system for millions of law-abiding taxpayers and they 
have cost the U S Treasury billions.   Betty Mattiford 

    PHOTOS BY  SUE WELLS 

Landscaping - Garden Construction, 
Trimming, Edging, Clean-Up & More 

The views, opinions, advice and/or recommendations that may 
be expressed above are strictly those of the author and are not  
a recommendation or an endorsement or guarantee by the 
Park Place PRESS, its’ Editor, the Park Place Homeowners 
Association or its Board Of Directors.  

 

 AMANDA PREVILL         (302) 275-0325                      Sewing/Alterations  Heming Parts, Taking 
                                                                                           In or Taking Out Seams, Mending Tears 
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 HOW RESTAURANTS TRACK AND 
SHARE YOUR DINING HABITS 

A look at the new AI tags some restaurants now 
see with popular reservation system 
Maybe you order sparkling water, start every 

meal with an appetizer or prefer dining right when the 
restaurant opens. You might not track these habits. 
OpenTable might. Some restaurants are now seeing 
new AI-assisted tags about diners when they book a 
table. These tags can note drink patterns, spending 
levels, review habits and last-minute cancellations. 

These insights surfaced after Kat Menter, a 
host at a Michelin-starred restaurant who posts about 
food under the name Eating Out Austin, spotted the 
new “AI-assisted” tags at work. She shared a look at 
the system in a TikTok video that quickly caught atten-
tion. Media outlets then confirmed the test with addi-
tional restaurants. 
  How OpenTable gathers this information: 
OpenTable integrates with POS (Point of Sale) plat-
forms such as Toast or Epos. These systems handle 
orders, payments and timing during a meal. When 
your contact details match your OpenTable account, 
the platform can connect your visit to your profile. 

This can include arrival time, general order 
details, time spent and bill totals. Reporting shows that 
these items help OpenTable generate AI summaries of 
non-identifiable guest data when the restaurant uses a 
supported POS system and has enabled data sharing. 
You do not need to book through OpenTable for this to 
happen. You only need an account and matching con-
tact information. 
Some users who pulled their data through OpenTa-
ble’s privacy request form saw very limited information. 
Basic contact details and a list of past reservations 
were the main items. That suggests the insight level 
depends on which restaurants use POS integrations 
and how long they have used them. 

Why restaurants want these insights: Res-
taurants have tracked guest preferences for years. 
Staff may note favorite dishes or preferred seating. 
They may watch for frequent lateness or recurring cel-
ebrations. This helps them shape a smooth visit. 
OpenTable’s AI-summarized guest insights aim to of-
fer a simplified version of these notes. They highlight 
drink categories, spending ranges, or behavior pat-
terns. However, Menter notes the tags can be off 
base. A single business dinner can mark someone as 
a high spender. Eating with friends who order cocktails 
can make a person look like a cocktail lover. Because 
of this, Menter treats the tags as loose suggestions 
rather than reliable signals. 
How the AI works: OpenTable says the AI does not 
process personal guest data. Instead, it is employed 
for high-level classification and categorization of large, 
anonymized data sets. For instance, the AI analyzes  

various point-of-sale descriptions (like “glass of 
cabernet”) to consistently categorize them as “red 
wine,” “white wine,” etc., without ever interacting with 
specific guest profiles. 

The platform says these insights can help staff 
suggest dishes or set a relaxed pace. OpenTable also 
says the use of POS information depends on the priva-
cy settings you choose, and you can review, adjust, or 
opt out of data sharing at any time. Still, the privacy 
policy uses broad terms like dining preferences. 

We reached out to OpenTable for a comment, 
and a representative shared this statement with 
CyberGuy, 

What data gets shared and how to limit it: If 
a diner is opted in, OpenTable shares your name, con-
tact details, party size, and special requests with the 
restaurant you book. The company also confirms that 
participating restaurants share POS data with OpenTa-
ble. This can include items ordered, bill totals, and how 
long you stayed. OpenTable then turns this into aggre-
gated insights. 
OpenTable reportedly shares insights across its broad-
er restaurant network. This applies only where enabled 
and only for restaurants on the OpenTable Pro plan, 
and is a feature in Beta. 

                                                        
How to turn off the “Point of sale 
information” toggle 

 
If you want more privacy, you can turn off the 

“Point of sale information” setting: 
Log in to your OpenTable account 
Tap on your profile in the upper right    

corner 
Click Account settings  
Tap Communications  
Scroll down and toggle off Allow  Open-

Table to use Point of Sale infor-
mation 

Click Save  
This stops your order history from contributing 

to future insights. 
What this means to you: Your dining habits 

may move with you when you dine at restaurants that 
use OpenTable Pro. This awareness helps you under-
stand what your apps track. It also gives you the 
chance to adjust your privacy settings so you stay in 
control of your information. 
  Key takeaways: Dining out should feel simple, 
yet today’s tech adds a new layer to the experience. 
These AI-assisted tags give restaurants extra insight, 
but they also remind you how much of your behavior 
gets logged behind the scenes. By checking your pri-
vacy settings and turning off POS data sharing, you 
keep more control over what follows you from one 
meal to the next. Staying aware makes a big differ-
ence. It helps you enjoy your night out without wonder-
ing who’s tracking your habits or how your data might 
appear on a screen. With a few quick choices, you can 
shape what restaurants see and keep your prefer-
ences truly personal. 
 
Submitted by Steve Giovinelli, Written by Kurt Knutsson November 
26, 2025  
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Team Captain, Tom & Julia Spenser,  

 

 

 

 

 
          1/8 PAGE #1 
 

 

The “Final” Chapter 
In 1959 Kip Wagner leased the salvage right to 

50 miles of coastline from the inlet to Stuart. He was 
friends with a number of Air Force and NASA officers 
who were divers and closet treasure hunters. In 1960, 
Wagner gathered these divers and boat captains to join 
him in the hunt. The first season wasn’t successful, but 
on January 8, 1961, Wagner and his crew recovered a 
cannon and over 2000 pieces of eight. Shortly thereaf-
ter, a salvage company was formed named the Real 
Eight Company starting with 6 and later 8 members.  
Their starting point was the wreck they’d discovered off 
the site of the original Spanish Shipwreck survivors 
camp site which they’d discovered.  Working out in the 
ocean on an old barge they are sucking the sand, etc. 
off the bottom of the ocean with a dredge hoping for 
treasure.  But they were part-time treasure hunters, op-
erating only on good weather days in the summer.  The 
going was slow, but they did find treasure. 

The story might have stayed local but then one 
of the Real 8 divers, Lou Ullian, made a trip to Los An-
geles and met Mel Fisher at his L.A. skin-diving shop.  
In 1963 Mel sold his LA business and moved his family 
and diving operation to Florida.  Mel's Treasure Salvors 
Inc. partnered with the Real 8 Company, agreeing to 
split all finds 50/50 after the state took its 25% cut.   Mel 
is credited with an “invention” that changed everything.  
His “mailbox” shaped apparatus directed the ship’s pro-
pellor wash downward, blowing the sand off the ocean 
floor where the treasure had resided for nearly 250 
years. 

Partnering with Mel Fisher in May of 1963, 
Wagner and Real 8 solved another problem that had 
cropped up. Others started treasure hunting on Wag-
ner’s leased property, and they didn’t have the man-
power to cover 50 miles, but Mel Fisher did with his 
team of fulltime divers.  By the end of 1964 the com-
bined group had recovered more than $3 million dollars’ 
worth of gold, silver and precious metal artifacts.  And 
they estimated there might be about $14 million worth 
of booty left to recover!  Their success and Mel's celeb-
rity made news bringing in amateur divers from all over.  
Thus, we became the "Treasure Coast."  

In a few years the Real 8 members were free to 
profit from their unpaid labor and the fame that came 
with their discoveries.   In 1965 their company opened a 
treasure museum in Satellite Beach to share their find-
ings with the public.  Kip Wagner went to Spain on a 
grant from National Geographic to do more research on 
the fleet.  Sometime in the late 1960s, the contract be-
tween Real 8 and mel Fischer’s group finally fell apart. 

The Real Eight Company branched out into 
marketing marine technology and Kip Wagner retired in 
1970.  The museum burned down a few years later.  
The original treasure hunter Kip Wagner died. 

  Mel Fisher moved most of his operation to the 
Florida Keys where there favorable diving conditions 
most of the year and after 15 years of searching, Mel 
found the Atocha in 1985.   

Mel’s daughter Taffi remained in Sebastian to 
run their family treasure salver’s business.   They built 
the Treasure Museum on Route 1 in 1992 and contin-
ued to hold the salvage rights leases.  Occasionally 
they made headlines in the Press Journal with the finds 
from their subcontractors.  Mel died in 1998, but his 
heirs held the rights until 2010.  They sold out to the 
1715 Fleet - Queens Jewels LLC who continue to sal-
vage through their subcontractors to this day. 

Why is there still treasure to find?  The con-
stant waves and storms reshape the ocean floor and 
reefs.  Some wrecks of the fleet are yet to be discov-
ered.  Plus, with no parts of the ships left, and no ship’s 
bells, the discovered wrecks are usually “identified” by 
trying to match the location with survivor’s stories and 
by the amount of treasure at each site and a large de-
bris field may be just one shipwreck instead of 2. 

To be fair, this is a story with no ending and 
books cover this part of the story too.  But here’s a 
good place to end. They are still finding treasure – this 
summer of 2025 a team of divers discovered 1,051 sil-
ver coins known as reales, five gold coins called escu-
dos and other gold artifacts, worth around $1 million.   
Now the season of discovery is over as the winter 
ocean is too turbulent and you can bet they’ll resume 
when the water clears.         Eileen Derrick 

66  

Doors • Low-E Windows • A/C Units 

Screen Rooms • 54”x27” Tubs & Showers

2521 Palm Bay Rd NE, Palm Bay
321.676.4944

MOBILE HOME DEPOT
YOUR MOBILE HOME PARTS WAREHOUSE!

 www.mobilehomedepot.net 
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L S 
Answers elsewhere In the PRESS 

CCRROOSSSSWWOORRDD  CCRROOSSSSWWOORRDD  

  

 

1. You measure my life in hours, and I serve you by ex-
piring. I’m quick when I’m thin and slow when I’m fat. The 
wind is my enemy.  2.  What is brown and has a tail, a 
head and no legs?  3.  A bus driver goes the wrong way 
down a one-way street. He passes the cops, but they 
don’t stop him? Why?  4.  You don’t know me yet, but you 
always miss me when I’m gone. What am I? 5.          
What word in the dictionary is always spelled incorrectly?   
6.  What can travel all around the world while remaining 
stuck in a corner? Z 
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FAMILY OPERATED
ESTIMATES & SMILES ALWAYS FREE

BEFORE

AFTER

Quality Workmanship
Honest Pricing

10 Yrs Experience

2nd

Generation
2nd

Generation
Specialist

Mobile Home

• Underhome Encapsulated Insulation
• Hurricane Tie-Down Anchors

FL State Licensed Mobile Home Installer # IH-1152514
FL State General Contractor License #1531303

• Sub-Floor Repair/Replace
• New Laminate Flooring Install

BEFORE

AFTER

Vapor / Moisture
Barrier

Are your
Floors Soft?

(800) 377-7885 or (772) 267-4791(800) 377-7885 or (772) 267-4791
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Photos By Sue Wells 
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Park Place PRESS  
 Dick Krull dickkrull@bellsouth.net.   

Editor, Designer, Copywriter, Graphic Artist: 
Park Place PRESS is always on-line, in color at parkplacehoa-
fla.info. Park Place PRESS is published monthly by the Park Place 
Homeowners Association in Sebastian, Florida and is distributed  to 
all residents of Park Place solely for the purposes of providing infor-
mation, education, enjoyment and entertainment. The contents 
found within the Park Place PRESS does not necessarily reflect the 
opinion, policies, or judgements of the Editor, the Park Place Home-
owners Association, its Board of Directors, members, advertisers, or 
affiliates.  Also, they cannot be held responsible for opinions or the 
validity of content provided by numerous sources and individuals, 
including advertiser information promises or claims. The Editor and/
or the Park Place Board of Directors reserves the right to refuse 
publication of submissions that may be judged to be  political, reli-
gious, controversial or ethnic/racial in nature.  4.24        

ADVERTISING POLICY.                                                                  
Advertising in the Park Place PRESS is offered at the sole discretion 

of Community Media.  It reserves the right to refuse, limit, and/or 
reject advertising for any reason.  Community media, at its sole 

discretion, may restrict the number of advertisers in certain catego-
ries or offer exclusive/semi-exclusive agreements as it sees fit. 

 

The views and opinions expressed in this review are strictly those of the authors 
and not a PRESS endorsement or guarantee that the reader’s experience will 
be the same. 

 Hi all, we’re back and hope all of you had a 
wonderful Holiday season and got everything you 
wanted for Christmas and then some! 

This trip took us to New England Eatery & Pub, 
5670 Highway A1A, Melbourne Beach.  This is a family 
owned and operated business and has been for the 
last 30 years.  They specialize in New England type 
seafood and provide indoor and outdoor seating.  
Hours of operation are Wednesday through Sunday 
11:00 am to 9:00 pm.  Their logo is “New England style 
seafood with a fresh Florida attitude”. 

On to our food choices: Appetizers, First 
Catch, 6 broiled shrimp for $12.95, Conch Fritters, 
conch meat, vegetables, herb and spices, deep fried 
and served with a creamy horseradish sauce for 
$12.95.  Appetizers were good however the shrimp 
were listed as jumbo and they were not. 

On to the entrees, Crabby Patty Platter, two pan-
seared crab cakes served with remoulade sauce, 
baked potato and Cole slaw $26.95, crab cakes were 
very thin but tasty; Cod Fillet, fresh fillet served black-
ened, baked beans and Cole slaw $21.95, not the best 
we’ve had.  Fried Strip Clams, seafood plate of strips 
of clams, served with French fries and Cole slaw, 
$18.95, good not the best we’ve had.  Shrimp, 10 jum-
bo shrimp with Nantucket sauce served with three on-
ion rings, baked potato and seasoned broccoli $23.95 
very good.  We must add that we have never seen so 
many entrees marked Market Price and there was also 
an up-charge for Nantucket sauce, which was garlic 
butter.  Dessert was not offered, we had to ask our 
waitress after receiving the bill, not sure if she wanted 
to get rid of us or if she was new! Dessert was New 
York Style cheesecake, light and creamy cheesecake 
with a graham cracker crust with choice of topping, 
which we weren’t given a choice just got a dollop of 
whip cream $7.95, very good. 

Actually, the “saving grace” for the trip was the beauti-
ful decorations all over the restaurant. They were defi-
nitely festive.  So…our compromise on rating is a 3 ¾ 
out of 5. 

Wishing everyone a wonderful and prosperous New 
Year here in our “little slice of paradise”.  See you next 
month! 

 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE SOLUTION 



Page 11

The Park Place Press

11  

 
 
 
 
 
                      AD # 1 
 
 
 
        

 

 

Wow, here we are in January 2026 al-
ready!  We heard from Sebastian Elementary that after 
several months of steady numbers of students in need, 
they are busy vetting more students!  That results in 
more food bags each month and more money to buy 
that food.    

That makes our annual fundraiser more crucial 
each year.  We hope we can count on the community’s 
continued support to deliver food to those children in 
need.  While we all enjoy the camaraderie of a meal 
together, the bulk of our profit on that night comes 
from the generous donation of items for the auctions, 
and those who buy chances to win those wonderful 
donations.  Auction items are being received by Audrey 
Soucy and Judy Steele.  We really appreciate their help 
in serving as a collection site!  Please look around at 
those “treasures” you no longer want to hold on to, nev-
er used or can’t even remember who gave that gift to 
you!    

Please keep the Dinner/Auction date circled on 
your calendar (February 28th) and join us to support a 
worthy cause.  Planning meetings will begin in earnest 
in early January.  We certainly need suggestions and 
help. Watch for notices posted on the Park Place Face-
book page and on the bulletin board 

Yes, we do sound like a broken record, but we 
need your HELP!! Our senior shoppers need help get-
ting the goods from BJ’s to the clubhouse and from the 
clubhouse to the school.  It’s just once a month for a 
couple hours – please consider helping to keep this 
program going!  

 Contact any of our Board Members to volunteer.    

 Meredith McElroy, Chairperson  
 Barbara Zits, Co-Chair  
 Marie Quattrucci, Treasurer  
 Eileen Derrick, Secretaty  
 

 
 

 

 

SUN COMMUNITY  
OFFICE STAFF 

 

Tracey Beckford 
District Community Manager 

 

Annette Wikander 
District Sales Coordinator 

 

Trace Alam 
Office Coordinator 

 

Kimberlee Evans 
Office Coordinator 

 

Tom Barr 
Maintenance 

Mandi Burgess 
Maintenance 

Time to Clean Your Carpets/Furniture?
Three Reasons to Call  

Mitch Max�eld:

772-538-0213
MAXFIELD

CARPET CLEANING

PRICE:
Two (2) Rooms (any size) ........................... $77
Entire House (7 rooms) ............................ $188
6’ Sofa or 2 Chairs ..................................... $66
Of�ce or
Business ................................FREE Estimates

QUALITY: Disappointed with other “methods?” 
Discover the difference! My deep cleaning 2-step 
system removes even tough ground-in dirt.  
All work guaranteed.

SERVICE: Call on my 30 years of experience.
I, personally, will clean your carpets and furniture.

SINCE 1979

5300 N. A1A, Vero Beach · www.max�eldcarpet.com

1
9
2
1
8
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NAME    DATE  PH# 
NAME   DATE  PH# 

(772) 480-6809

RIDDLE ANSWERS 

1.A candle. 2. A penny. 3  He was walking.
4.Time.  5. Incorrectly.  6. A stamp.

Linda Tim Bencher 8 8 
Brenda Bob Guevremont 10 44 
Betty Ed White 14 238 
Frances Joseph Acquavella 18 280 
Sue Dave Bowles 22 305 
Carol Mario Salraggio 23 182 
Tessie Tom Burke 23 199 

Rosemary Biegler 1 345 
Cindy Fowler 1 303 
Kristine Adama 2 61 
Barbara Groh 4 316 
Pat Woods 9 119 
Kathy Anderson 10 171 
Georgann Clinton 10 4 
Rose Lang 10 318 
Edward Bennett 11 289 
Paul Dodson 11 105 
Judy Mastro 11 60 
Ann Chisel 13 100 
Maureen Dattoli 13 10 
Rob Farris 13 218 
Scott Morris 14 230 
David Varenkamp 15 268 
Glen Watty 15 21 
Karen Whaley 15 335 
Dawn Durling 16 142 
Gerry Early 16 18 
Donna Pidgeon 16 381 
Christine Rosenberg 17 402 
Carol Salraggio 17 182 
Len Zitz 17 229 
Trish Kopec 18 126 
Selene Sweck 19 79 
James Hart 20 339 
Mary Lou Hovey 20 254 
Lorraine Lodge 20 40 
Lily Murray 21 256 
Linda Osborn 24 257 
Kathleen Grossi 27 419 
Sara Cullinan 28 327 
Tessie Burke 29 199 
Barbara Butts 29 460 
Bill Haas 29 342 
Bob Mastro 30 60 
Patrick Murray 30 256 
Kathi Pschar 30 439 
Kay Schmook 30 150 
Tony Sporer 30 324 

Michael Hollings-
head 31 387 
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CCOOFFFFEEEE  
HHOOUURR  

FFRREEEE  CCOOFFFFEEEE  
AANNDD  DDOONNUUTTSS  

IINN  TTHHEE  CCLLUUBBHHOOUUSSEE  

FFRRIIDDAAYY  
JJAANNUUAARRYY  1166,,  22002266  

99AAMM––  1100AAMM  

WWEELLCCOOMMEE  

   TRACY BECKER, DISTRICT MANAGER 

(Modified reprint of October, 2025) 

Winners of the January “HOMESITE OF
THE MONTH” were 3204 E. Derry Drive and 1114 
W.Lakeview Dr, Each received $25 gift cards. Thank 
you for maintaining your homesite and helping to keep 
our curb appeal top notch at Park Place.

It has been requested that we provide a list of 
some of the items we look for when we are driving the 
community to ensure that homes and homesites are 
being maintained. 

Home needs to be pressure washed or painted (if 
necessary).  

Skirting is in need of repair, pressure cleaning and/
or painting (if necessary).  

Weeds need to be removed from all planting beds 
and exterior of home. Weeds “alive or dead” 
should not be visible.    

Trees and shrubbery need to be trimmed.  
Lawn needs to be sprayed to rid of dollar weed, 

and other lawn weeds. 
Lawn has dry, dead areas. Need to irrigate regular-

ly. Plug or replace sod in damaged areas.  
Driveway needs pressure cleaned, and weeds re-

moved from expansion joints. 
Carports are not being used for storage.  
Weeds growing out of gutters.  
Shutters needing cleaned and/or painted.  
Below are Indian River County guidelines and re-

strictions for watering lawns. Time restrictions: No land-
scape irrigation is permitted between 10:00 a.m. and 
4:00 p.m. Day restrictions: Odd-numbered addresses 
may water Wednesday and Saturday. Even-numbered 
addresses may water Thursday and Sunday. Duration: 
Watering is limited to 1 hour per day. 

Hand watering of flowering plants, vines, 
shrubs, palm trees, ornamental grasses and ground-
cover (other than lawns) is allowed any day and any 
time. Hand watering of lawns is restricted to the desig-
nated day and time.  

Bulk trash pick-up is the 1st Saturday of the 
month, our pickup in October is scheduled for Saturday, 
January 3rd. Please do not place bulk pick-up curbside 
until the evening before the scheduled pick-up day. I 
would recommend not waiting until the morning of and 
placing your bulk trash curbside the evening before.   

Of special note is that recycle pick-up has been 
changed to Fridays as of October. So, trash, recycling 
and yard waste will be on the same day. Please sepa-
rate your trash receptacles and yard waste. 

 Back by popular demand, and enjoyed by 
many, our Coffee Hour is brewing!! Save the date: Fri-
day, January 16th at the clubhouse, 9:00 a.m. – 10:00 
a.m.

SEE YOU THERE!!! 

PLEASE OBEY OUR SPEED LIMIT 
15 MPH AND DON’T FEED ANY WILD 

ANIMALS IN PARK PLACE! 

WISHING ALL A WONDERFUL 
NEW YEAR 

HOMESITES OF THE MONTH 

3204 E. Derry Dr. 

1114 W. Lakeview Dr. 
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BE WARY OF ONLINE SHOPPING FRAUD 
Even though the Christmas shopping season 

has passed, there are still lots of opportunities to take 
advantage of online specials.  However, not all those 
offers are what they seem.  Many FAKE sellers will be 
customizing their web sites and social media to look 
legitimate.  It's often difficult to distinguish genuine 
sites from fake ones, especially when prices seem 
unusually low.   Here are some tips to help you protect 
yourself while shopping. 
DO: 

Stick to trusted online retailers.  Research 
sites before you buy.  Reading reviews can 
help you tell if they are genuine or not. 
Check the website URL.  Open websites by 

 typing them into your browser, not by clicking 
 on links. 

Question cheap deals.  Determine whether 
deals are too good to be true and consider 
asking to see high-value items in person be-
fore buying from sellers on social media.   

 

Shop multiple sites or check retail stores.  If 
you can find the same item on other sites it 
may be fake.  Also, check other known sites to 
see if the same item is being offered. 

DON’T: 
Don’t buy without doing research.  Don’t rely 
on reviewers found only on the sellers own 
website or social media page.  Search for on-
line reviews from trusted third-party sources 
that may raise a red flag about the seller or the 
product. 
Feel pressured to buy.  Don’t fall for gimmicks 
that say an item is “selling fast” or the “product 
is being discontinued.  These prompts tap into 
our instinct to avoid missing out on a deal. 
Pay with untraceable currencies.  Some 
scammers may insist on being paid with gift 
cards, money orders, or cryptocurrencies-forms 
of payment that are often hard to track. 

KEEP YOUR INFORMATION SAFE: 
Never give out your account number, SSN or 

password in response to unsolicited e-mails, calls or 
messages.  Regularly check your accounts, specifically 
your contact details, to ensure they remain accurate 
and look for inconsistencies in balances, transactions, 
and rewards. 
Provided by Barclays Money Basics.  https://barclayslifeskills.com/i-
want-to-get-to-grips-with-money-and-fraud/school/  

Insured • Bonded • Workman's Compensation Insurance

FLORIDA ANCHOR AND BARRIER COMPANY

FREE ESTIMATES

Family Owned
& Operated

Military
& SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

A+ Rated

Benefits of Having a Carport:
• Easy to Maintain
• Better Protection from the Elements
• More Cost-Effective than a Garage

CarportsCarports

Licensed by the State of Florida CGC# 004138

772.539.5154
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Block Captain’s Annual Bake Sale 

CChhrriissttmmaass  HHoommee  LLiigghhttss  
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3 - 13:  Wednesday nights at 6:30. We always seem to 
have a lot of laughs for 2 hours!!!  Bring $3.00 in quar-
ters and try your luck!  Contact  Nancy Wolaver at 772-
388-1198 with any questions. 
BINGO: We meet 1st, 3rd & 5th (if there is one) Friday of 
each month. Doors open at 6 PM and Bingo starts at 
6:30. Playing 10 regular games, 2 jackpot games, los-
ers’ game and 2 lucky numbers. ($100) Enjoy fun with  
neighbors. Feel lucky? Clara Beyer (772) 205-9566.                                                                  
BOCCE BALL: :  The Fall bocce league is over and 
sign up for the Winter session. Division 1 winners were 
Dave & Suzie Bowles in a hotly contested race with 
Betty Bried and Carol Weil. Karen Ruddy & Sara Culli-
nan won Division 2 with Cheryl and Rob Farris right be-
hind in Division 2.  Rose Lang & Julie Poland won Divi-
sion 3 followed by a 3-way tie for 2nd with Cheryl and 
John Schmeisl, Sue Wells & Cheryl Orth, and Julia 
Greenwood & Barb Brensinger. The season pallino 
necklaces winners with 5 each were Dave Bowles, Ran-
da Tiggis, Rose Lang and Al DiFazio.  Congratulations, 
players! Thank you!    For all those that have Monday 
mornings open, consider playing in the Winter Session 
starting in January 12th.  The signup sheet is already 
posted in the mailroom.  Sign-up ends December 31st..  
Sarah  
CRIBBAGE: Adding new players. Monday cribbage 
needs players, we are playing both single deck and 
double deck at 1 pm. Tuesday  Cribbage , 2 - 4 PM, 
Last couple of weeks we had 3 games going on Tues-
day cribbage at 2 PM always looking for more players. 
We will teach or refresh.  
CHAIR YOGA; Park Place Chair Yoga meets at 10 am 
Tuesday and Thursday in Auditorium A (Thursday, 
Dec.25th excepted) with a certified yoga instructor. The 
cost is $5 per class. We practice to increase balance 
and flexibility.  Mat practitioners are welcome to join us 
and a separate class can be formed for mat if we have 
enough for a class. Call Betty Mattiford if you have any 
questions 772-589-8478.  
DARTBALL:   
Here we are January, 2026 and that can only mean one 
thing, LET THE GAMES BEGIN! The Park Place Dart-
ball league is set and ready to begin Wed., Jan 7, 
9:00AM, Poolside.  The grounds crew (Bill & Paul) have 
spruced up the equipment and dusted off the boards 
and are ready for the opening day.  The Selection Team 
(Barb, Tom, and Myself) have finished setting up the 
teams, and the schedule is set and posted. The 
“Countdown” has started.  This year, besides 41 return-
ing seasoned (“Seasoned” sounds so much better the 
other word) players, we welcome 12 NEW players. With 
everyone’s help, THE LEAGUE CONTINUES!       Brad 
Sary - Activity Chair. 
DOMINOS: Mexican train dominos is  played every 
Sunday afternoon 1:00 in card room. All are welcome to 
join the fun.  
JACK E. KUBSCH GOLF LEAGUE:  Every Tuesday at Vista 
Plantation.  Sign up on bulletin board. Tee off @ 9:15 AM .  
 
 
 
 

LADIES CARDS:  Hand and Foot is played every 
Tuesday evening at 630 in the clubhouse card 
room.  Anyone wishing to play is welcome.  If you’d like 
to learn the game, please call Nancy Wolaver 772-388-
1198.   
LADIES CHRISTIAN BIBLE STUDY:   Monday, Janu-
ary 5 at the Clubhouse.  Held 12 - 2:00 PM.  If you 
have any questions please contact: Claire DiFaz io 
@401-413-5787 
LEFTRIGHTCENTER DICE GAMES:  Ladies on-
ly!  The 2nd and 4th Thursday of each month at 6 pm 
in the clubhouse.  Bring 15 $1 bills for 5 games @$3 
each.  Contact Susan @ 352-460-7279 
LINE DANCING: NEW YEAR – NEW YOU!  Did you 
know there’s a form of exercise that doesn’t feel like a 
workout?  Dancing to music is fun while exercising your 
body and your brain as you learn new steps.  We use a 
variety of music and dance types.  Class is on Tues-
days at 2 PM.  If you’ve never danced before and want 
to get a head start, let me know and we can get an ear-
ly preview.  Otherwise, I hope to see you on dance-
floor.  Questions - Eileen Derrick 772-589-6867 
MAHJONGG: Mahjongg is played every Friday at 1:00   
in the clubhouse card room.  All players  wel-
come. Questions? Nancy Wolaver at 388-1198. 
MENS ONLY YOGA: We are excited to add a new 
Men’s Only Chair Yoga to our schedule for 45 minutes 
at 9am on Tuesday and Thursday weekly. Hopefully 
this will encourage men to try the benefits of chair exer-
cises and yoga postures. It will help with flexibility, 
strength, and balance. No experience or knowledge of 
yoga or exercise is needed to join.   Our regular 10am 
Chair Yoga continues for an hour at 10 am and is open 
to both men and women who feel comfortable exercis-
ing together.  Call Betty Mattiford for more information 
at 772-589-8478. 
OPEN POOL: Not swimming, the one with the Balls, 
Cues, & Pockets!  Wednesday night 6:30 - 8PM.  Bet-
ter then TV!  Activity Chair: Brad Sary. 
PARK PAINTERS CLUB: Club members want to wish 
you all a Happy Holidays Season.  New classes will 
reopen on Wednesday, January 14, 2026 from 1-
4pm.  Cost is $10/person plus supplies. Join this talent-
ed and fun group by calling: Teresa Fajardo Lambert 
(772)539-6256.      
PARK PLACE BOOK GROUP: The PP Book Club will 
meet on the 4th Wednesday of the month, the 28th, at 
1pm in the clubhouse library. The club voted on books 
for 2026 on December 17, too late for publication in 
this newsletter but a poster will be put up in the mail-
room and notices sent out to members. For more infor-
mation call Betty Mattiford at 772-589-8478. 
POOL AEROBICS: As follows:  9:30 &10:30 Mon., 
Wed., & Fri. Women’s class at 9:30 AM, led by Clare 
Bolt & Debbie Clark. The 10:30 AM class is women or 
mixed, depending on the interest.  
POOL VOLLEYBALL: Come on down and join the fun!  
Tue., Thurs., & Sat.  Two one hour sessions: 12 Noon -
2 PM.  You don't have to be GOOD, but you do have to 
get wet.  The other half of the pool is open swimming.  
Activity Chair: Sonia Boone   443-566-0167. 
POTLUCK SUPPERS. We continue to have 
them.  Watch for announcements on Facebook and 
sign-up sheets in the Mail Room. 
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JANUARY 24TH 
TRIVIA NIGHT 

TEAMS UP TO EIGHT PLAYERS 
6 PM IN THE CLUBHOUSE 

BRING YOUR OWN SNACKS & DRINKS 
JANUARY 17TH 

 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST   
 $5.00 

2 SEATINGS - 8:45 & 9:30 
TICKET SALES 

JAN. 5,6,7     5PM - 6PM 

 

 

SINGLES:This group is open to all men and women 
who find themselves single and alone who want com-
pany to do things with others instead of by themselves. 
Our goal is to do things that are interesting, education-
al, recreational, and social. With the cooler weather in 
January, we are planning a miniature golf outing at  
Safari Golf on January 19 Monday at 1 PM with an op-
tional dinner on the way home in Vero. A sign-up post-
er will be in the mailroom in January. Call Betty Matti-
ford for more information 772-589-8478. 
TEXAS HOLD’EM: Monday night Texas Hold’em at 6 
PM going very strong with more new players. Come on 
down. The new players all agree “where can you go for  
a great evening of fun and competition for $5”. Room 
for more. Contact: TBD 
WEDNESDAY NIGHT POKER:  We’re looking for new 
players Wednesday night from 6:00 to 8:30. Games 
are dealer’s choice. No wild cards. Fun time and a 
great way to meet new friends. We will help you if new 
to poker. Questions: Call Paul Plourde  (207) 615-
5577. 

 

 

 

SSAATTUURRDDAAYY  
JJAANNUUAARRYY  2244TTHH  
IINN  TTHHEE  CCLLUUBBHHOOUUSSEE  

TTRRIIVVIIAA  NNIIGGHHTT  
TTEEAAMMSS  UUPP  TTOO  88  PPLLAAYYEERRSS  

BBrriinngg  YYoouurr  OOwwnn    
SSnnaacckkss  &&  DDrriinnkkss  
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Military
& SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

Insulation Under Your
Home Falling Down?

Photographs
Taken of

Damaged Areas

Insulation and
Vapor Barrier Repairs

Only with this COUPON

FREE
UNDER HOME
INSPECTION

ESTIMATES
FREE
ESTIMATES
FREE

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

EXPERIENCE

30
YRS

A+ Rated

SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!

Family Owned
& Operated

-Lifetime Vapor Barrier-
 - Guaranteed for Life - 
- Prevent Soft Floors -

- Lower Your Electric Bills - 

Help Keep Mold, Mildew, Rats,
Snakes, Spiders, Ants,
Roaches and Moisture
OUT of Your House!

STATE CERTIFIED GENERAL CONTRACTOR CGC# 004138 - STATE LICENSED MOBILE HOME INSTALLER IH# 1025429

LICENSED
INSURED
BONDED

LICENSED
INSURED
BONDED

Flood Damage??? We can HELP!!!

UP TO 18 MONTHS

0%
FINANCING

UP TO 18 MONTHS

0%
FINANCINGPENDING

ARTWORK
772.539.5154 | 800.681.3772



CART
RENTALS

BOOK ONLINE:

RiverRideCartRentals.com

772-713-1754
Ride in style with every mile

WeDeliver!
Proudly roofing since 1985

• Insulated Energy Star Rated Roof
• Manufacturer’s Backed 
• Financing Available
• Roof Leaks

Visit our website at comfortcover.org

FL LIC. #CCC 057091

The steel I-beams that support your home can rust and weaken over time. 
Call for a FREE under home inspection, we can help restore your I-beams!

Insured • Bonded • Workman's Compensation Insurance

FLORIDA ANCHOR AND BARRIER COMPANY

Family Owned
& Operated

Military
& SENIOR
DISCOUNTS

A+ Rated

Licensed by the State of Florida CGC# 004138 │ IH# 102549/1

772.539.5154 800.681.3772

ARE YOUR HOME’S SUPPORT BEAMS COMPROMISED?


